Hardware for C64

See also Hardware FAQ

General C64 store

¢ https://www.commodore.net/category/all-products
e https://www.retro8bitshop.com/shop/
e https://retrorewind.ca/commodore-64-hardware

Gamepads and Joysticks with DB9 connector compatible with C64

e https://retrogameboyz.com/collections/control-pads
e https://retroradionics.com/ArcadeR-9-pin-ATARI-standard-Joystick-With-new-extra-soft-and-dura
ble-cable-p168982750
e https://atari.com/collections/hardware - Look at the CX40+ Joystick and CX78+ Gamepad. Can
also be found at Amazon

Special hardware

e DB9 to USB converter for using gamepad/joystick and mouse on C64
o Warning; compatibility confirmation is pending. Is not yet certain to work with all
hardware. Do not buy too enthusiastically
o https://retrohax.net/shop/modulesandparts/mouster/
e Bundle DB9 to USB converter (Micro Tom) & retro ‘tank mouse’ USB mouse. Do not expect this
converter too work for USB joystick or gamepad
o https://sordan.ie/search/?qg=tank+mouse

A SID, SID Story

Your Ultimate device comes with an emulated SID chip, and although the emulation is not half bad,
and good enough for most people, some people want to put actual hardware in their Ultimate device.
Sadly, real SID chips (6581 or 8580, of any revision) are no longer being made, and after some 40
years, electronics parts shops rarely still have them in stock. So you would look online for a SID, but
the people who sell them often charge you an arm and a leg, and you won't even know if the chip
works! But fret not, there are alternatives! These are replacements with modern hardware.

Where possible, we have provided a link to the developer's page.

Name Price MultiSID* FM synthesis Assembled* DIY project*
SIDkick N/A Y Y - Y
SIDkick Pico $29.99-$69.99|Y Y Y Y
ARMSID $59.99 N N Y -
ARM2SID $109.99 Y Y Y -
FPGASID N/A Y N Y -
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Name Price MultiSID* FM synthesis Assembled* DIY project*
PDsid €8,90 N N Y Y
BackSID $49.00 N N Y N
SwinSID N/A Y N Y N
Nano SwinSID  |$20.99 N N Y Y
SwinSID Ultimate€39,00 N N Y -
X-SID $39.90 N N Y -
Kung Fu SID $24.00 N N Y N
reDIP-SID - N N - Y
SIDMax N/A Y N N Y
SIDEmu N/A N N Y N

“?” is a placeholder for later info.

“-" means “unknown”.

N/A mans that the chip is not longer available, or not yet.

MultiSID: Whether the single unit can be used as two or more SID chips.
Assembled: Can the product be purchased as an assembled final product?
DIY Project: Is the product available in parts for assembly at home?

* Prices shown are as found in the stores of the sellers, and may not include shipping and
handling, tariffs, and other fees.

* Prices are in USD, unless only available in a different currency.

* Do not count on the accuracy of the prices listed here. Always check and find out the
cost of purchasing an item for yourself.

So which one should you get? The answer to that depends on a few things. Which SID replacement do
you think sounds best? Is it (currently) still available? What is your budget like? How far away from
the (re)seller do you live? Do you even have space for your fave SID in your computer's case? My
advice is to compare. There are loads of videos on YouTube where they compare the sound of the
various SIDs, so please check those out.
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